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627 Buchanan County, Ia. Court House. 

eB74e3 Open house, May 17, 1963. [Independence, Ia.] 
H5 1963. 


[29p.] photo. 28cm. 
86881 Details all duties of county officials and 
cel, lists all records kept by County Recorder and by 
weeccee’” Clerk of the District Court. 
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1. Buchanan Co., Ia.--Politics and government., 
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Much of this material is original with the editors being supplied by their 


friend's knowledge, Some came from the Centennial Paper of the Bulletin Journal 


and some from the Buchanan County history books of "Purcivals" and "Church and 


Chapell,"' We wish to extend thanks to all who helped and to dedicate our efforts 


to the people of the present and future generations who plean any good from it, 
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fb] frentiersrweresobuinlt omwthe tsaméd ypattern ¢ielbe fearly hsettlers 
chose to stay near the waterways. The early trails followed the rivers, 
This was for several reasons. The streams flowed generally in one. directio: 
as in lowa it is southeast. By following a river an explorer always 
had water and a means of finding his way back, The trees offered shelter 
against the Hot sun, the rain or cold:;winds, some protection. fromthe 
Jnizans, and fuel for their fires, Therefore we find the early settler 
building his bochrne along the larger rivers and usinp logs. The first 
settler chose the most‘likely: spot for hispurpose, ‘usually a,town site 
Where a grist mill and saw mill would bé a paving proposition, Water-= 
power was needed for these, so a fall in the river was an easy place to 
build a dam, The expansions came up and down stream from this Location, 
A ford in the river offered an excellent site for a hotel, a tavern and 
a store to serve others who would pass through. Often times these early 
Aweiowhe sold out to late comers at a pood profit to themselves and 
pushed onward to the new frontier to develop a new town site, Those who 
were interested in homes and families’ came to stay. They soon settled on 
the prairies away from the rivers, but still clung to the creeks at first, 
then to section lines, Many early abandoned homesteads were not on a 
road when the roads came through.’ What’ few log cabins remain in Buchanan 
County are located on creek and piverppanks and are hard to reach by 
automobile. 

A school house was an early need, Those interested in educatio 
for their children bufit tne schools and furnished the teachers, The 
element frets New England was well=educated and demanded education for 
their children, Government was organized by those who knew the ropes. 
Buchanan County, 4 melting pot with people from Canada, New England, 
Pennsylvania, Eastern and Southern States, and large influxes from 
Ireland, Germany, Poland, and Denmark was so to speak moulded by the 


New Englanders, but retained a lot of the oripinal traits of the others, 
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We-are today, no one people. iTrue, the Irish of the Buffalo have merged 
some. Denmark, near Gatesville, holds only a few of our Danes, The 
"forks" was mostly German settlement and still is. Fairbank is considered 
an. Irish ‘town... but time has mellowed their distinctions. We no longer 
have the race riots and skirmishes that were often heard of fifty years 
ago. Our one big different people, ts our, Amish., Mostly, they.are accepted 
but they do not intermarry. | 

Our rural schools are fast disappearing, bowing out to the new 
re-organizing districts. Gone is the dinnen bucket and daily hike to 
and from school, School busses and hot lunches are the order, Reading 
ee 'Riting ard ‘fithmetic will .not fill,the bill forthe Space,Age.« Time 
have ea wade changed, anes are nc different. If we do not accept. the 
changes as they come, we are left behind and have no identity in the 
future Even if we cannot change, we must let. our children do. .so,. But 
we must not forget our past while buiiding a future, or forget those 
brave souls who made use of what was here and built us a nation. We are 
but a grain of sand in these United States, but never the less, a part 


of it, and grain by grain we pile up to make a continent, 


Buchanan County was named in honor of James Buchanan ee the time 
this county was materializing was a prominent United States Senator from 
Pennsylvania. He later became the fifteenth president of the United State: 
Indians once roved these beautiful fields and fished in these eae 
They have left us a few legends and many names for rivers and towns. 

The white mar.‘s history starts back in 1842 when William Bennett 
moved into the Quasqueton area and established a home, Early maps show 
this as the only town in our county and it was called Trenton, These 
early comers have left a few marks on the face of our county. Some 
are ARE heaps, some just cellar holes, others bridges, dam OP Hat 
or groves. Some are picturesque, others hideous, but they are our 


heritage. They are the signs of the struggle that made Buchanan County 
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what she is today. They are our battle scars, for our ancestors fought 
and diéd for our land just as surely as if they had gone to war, Many 
a name in our community can be traced to the early pioneers, Many 
have come since and as yet feel no kinship to the courage and heartaches 
of the past. Our 1963 tour will cover as many of the old land marks as 
possible and it is hoped we can kindle-an interest to help us preserve 
a few of these: Spots the ee might nWved forget the tradgedies and the 
Glories of the Past, or forget to pay tribute to the people shaping the 
history today | 

Our ancestor's allies were the woods and the streams--their main 
Source of water, fuel, and building material, They planned and dreamed, 
Townsites so necessary in that day have fallen into decay. Stage roads 
were a lite line dr Let ery connecting the new world with the life sustain- 


ing old. world. Let us follow some of these trails that lead back into 


the past, 


In the olden days the hotel business was one of Buchanan County's 
main industries, livery stables and hotels were everywhere to rest the 


weary travelers and their teams, Independence had her share which are 


listed below, 


Gedney Hotel: built by C. W, Williams received its first guest 
August 21, 1892, Destroyed by fire, Fareway grocery & parking 

lot is now at the location of the Gedney Hotel, 

St. James Hotel, The Erpire House, on West Main Street,near Division 
Street, built in 1873, Merchants Hotel located where the Standard 
Service Station is at the corner of East Main & Highway 150 N, 


Pisntket Rooming HOuse, built in 1856 East Main Street, corner of Main 
Court Streets) 


The Central Fouse, known as the Fisher and later fo many vears as 
the Turner House, 1876, 


The Chatham House, on NOrth Chatham Street established in 1865 near 
thelllinois Central Depot known for many years as the Naylor House, 
After it was torn down the vacant ’>t was used by Hila Morgan Tent 

Shows and Carnivals.Now residerce of Floyd Klotzbach, 


The Globe Hotel later called the Hotel Thill, Fast Main Street, north 
Side, rebusut in 1879, 
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The Burlington House, West Main Street, near Rock Island Depot, 


McCorstin Hotel (Hitchens), torn down last year, 


One by one these hotels have succombed to the automobile betel The 
livery barns and blacksmiths shops have given way to garages and filling 
stations and the hotels to motels, Independence today boasts one hotel, 
the’ Pinicor,.. )Ite) last Livery barns nt ss converted into a Sale barn and 
a bead furniture mart during the depression years, The only horses seen 
as a streets today are ownec by the Amish and are provided for by a 


special parking lot, 


Grist mills form a specialelink in the dife line of the early 
Settlers, They disapteared one by one. The Wapsipinicon Mill is the 
only one left in the county. Its superior structure has made it a 
building too useful to tear down and it is still good enough to use, It 
is used only for livestock feed grinding, All flour is imported from 
big. mills in other states. Even breadmaking is more commercial than 
co aepiag We are all familiar with our present day portable mills, 

Saw mills, so prevalent in those days, come and go throughout the 
community. At present, one is located at the west edge of St. Johi's 
Cemetary in Independence, Logs are hauled in and lumber hauled out. 

Very little building is done with home sawed lumber, 

_A third type of mill was the Sorghum Mili. Mollasses was a staple 
For Gas pioneers as it took the plece of sugar. Each season brought its 
treats and late summer or early fall brotght the Sorghum, Sorghum and 
molasses kept good the year aroun’, The new mollasses was a special treat 
for different reasons, mainly because it was fresh, secondly because they 
ran out or at least low so that they had none for a time or used what they 
had sparingly. Fresh molasses brought on a bustle of baking and preserving 


and thick slices of bread covered with molasses, 
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(ur Amish neighbors have their own sorghum mills but the original 
ones of our Yankee neighbors have dwindled to one, "The Old Meffert" Mill 
now owned and operated by Glen Sweitzer. The remains of Harley Bright's 
sorgium mill is still on his farm but has not been used since he left 
the place, 

Mail came sparingly to our pioneers, Those on the frontiers picked 
up the mail when ever anyone was in the frontier post offic Buchanan 
County first had to go to Dubuque, Whenever someone went for supplies 
they brought back mail for evervbody,. But it was better to have som one 
person responsible for the mail, Too often the wrong person could get. 
Valuable nail, Before long one man was delegated to bring mail to and 
from Quasqueton where a central post office was established, As the 
frontier pushed on, mail was brought for it and people called at 
Quasqueton for their mail, After Iniependence became established a 
stave nomad soon took shape and mail was brcught on the stage, This soon 
extended clear to Fairbank with stops at Gatesville, Independence, 
Otterville, Littleton, and Kier inbetween, A list of most of the old time 
post offices and Ghost towns follows: 


ATLANTA==was located in the southern part of Newton township. BE 
had a post office from 1859 to 1873, 


BUCHANAN=-was located in the southeast quarter of section 24. in 
Buffalo township. It was a village on the Buffalo creek and was 
platted in 1857, The post office for Buchanan was named Buffalo 
Grove and was in existence from 1855 to 1885, 


CANA--was located in the southeastern part of Cono township and 
had a post office from 1861 to 1863, 


CASTLEVILLE--was located on the north line of section 36 and later 
on the west line’. of section 34 in Buffalo township, It had a 
post office from 1863 to 1897, 


CHATHAM~-was the post office of the town of Littleton from 1851 to 
1881,..discontinued at Littleton in 1910, 


COYTOWN~-was located in the northeastern part of Hazleton township. 
It w'- > hamlet and post office mentioned in William's History of 
Buct anan County as having been started in 18:2, 


ERIN=-was located in the northeast corner of section 12 in Newton 
township. It had a post office from 1855 to 1863, 
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FRINK'S GROVE=-was located in section 19 of Jefferson township. It 
had a post office from 1854 to 1861, when it was changed to Sunnyside. 


GATESVILLE--was located in section 18 of Liberty township. It was 
a post ofpice Trom Lees to L3G, 


GREE LEY'S GROVE==was located in section il of Hazleton township 

and was a post office from 1854 to 1857, It is often referred to as 
Old Hazleton, It was moved to the present site of Hazleton when the 
railroad came through and by-passed it by a mile, 


HAMERVILLE--was located in section 33 of Homer township. It had 
a postpetiicesirom 1897 to" ryor, 


IDLEWILDE--was a post office from 1889 to 1893 in the northeast 
corner of sec¥ion 29 of Westburg township. 


KIER--was located in section 22 of Fairbank township and was a 
postoftice fpom 1867 to 190, 


MIDDLEFIELD=-was located in the southwestern part of Middlefield 
township,  iItthad fH post offzce from 1885 to 1900, 


MUDVILLE==was the local name applied to Buchanan in the early days. 
It was platted and laid out by Abiathar Richardson in about 1857, 
There was a thriving business in this town before the construction 
of the railroad a few miles north. When this occurred, the town 
sunk to an ipgnominous death. ~The first frame house built in the 
township was in this village and was built by Abiathar Richardsor , 
The town also boasted a store, a blacksmith shop, and a sawmill, 


NEWTONVILLE--was located in section 18 of Newton township. It had 
a’ post orfice fromyi871 to 1900, 


PINE--was located in the northern part of Liberty township and had 
a Posey Orrice. trom Less to. L859), 


SUNNYSIDE--the former Frink's Grove of Jefferson township had a 
post orfice trom P86) “to 1esi.. et is located three: miles north of 
Brandon and is known as Shady Grove today. 


VISTA=-was located in section 26 of Westburg township. It had a 
a post office from 1889 to 1903... There were a store, a church, 
and several dwellings. 


WARD'S CORNERS==was. the -ioneer name of the present town of Lamont, 


It had a post office from 1863 to 1881 when the name was changed 
to Lamont, 


BRYANT'SBURG==came into being as a flag station on the railroad. 

It became a post office in 1885 and continued until the 1920's when 
the autom bile became practical for carrying the mail. At one time 
Bryant 'sburg boasted a store, post office, blacksmith shop, a bank, 
a lumber vard and garage, a depot, and several dwellings. Also a 
church and a country schoolhouse, 


OTTERVILLE=-1s located about three miles northwest of Independence 
near the junction of Otter creek and th Wapsipinicon River, It 
was platted in 1857, It boasted a sawmill, a grist mill, a wagon 
ship, a post office(onened in 186f and discontinued in 1902), a 
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Store, a hotel, a blacksmith shop, a creamery, a schoolhouse and 
two churches, In 1772 the Union Grange No, 525 of Otterville 
conceived the idea of an annual fair, for the exhibit of livestock, 
cereals, and other farm products, It continued for many years, 
Otterville also has a cemetery, 


PRAIRIE GROVE+==was more a community than a town, It consisted of a 
school house and a creamery, It derived it’s name from a tall 
grove of cottonwood trees, 


PRATRIEs CENTER=econsistedof alyachool house and a church, 


The above information was found in the Bulletin Journa; amd 
Conservative Centennial Paper, 


When we think of the stage as the forerunner of the railroad it 
begins to make a picture, People looking for a new home rode the stage 
into the frontier sleeping and eating at the stage Stops owned and 
operated by the Stage Company. Here also was kept fresh horses and one 
man could make a living running the stage stop, Another man could make 
a living hauling lumber and supplies from Dubuque. 


Such towns as Castleville, Greel's Grove, Vista, Kier and Coytown 
were located on the stage route and had every reason to believe that they 
would grow into good sized towns. With the coming of the railroad the 
story was changed. The stage roac running east and west between Dubuque 
and Waterloo followed the old route quite closely, but to accommodate 
more passengers more whistle stops were necessary, The railroad 
company put up the depots and the towns took care of themselves, Jesup 
Aurora and Hazleton being examples of towns that picked up and moved, 
Winthrop, Doris, Rowley, and Brvantsburg are Samples of towns that were 
born, and many of these are dying out today because the automobile 
has chisled off a portion of the railroad business, 


Thus we find the basic needs of people the same but the panorama 
changing. Airplanes, along with the autos, are Squeezing out the need 
of so many hotels, and jet travel is erasing time on a larger scale, 


The ground that we will cover by bus today would have taken a week or two 
by team, 


A FEW OF THE INTERESTING .THINGS ABOUT INDEPENDENCE 


The bank corners of yesteryear were on the other end of East Main 
Street, The first bank organized was razed by the fire of 1874 and - 
went out of business, Later the Commercial Bank was built on the corner 
now occupled by the Main Dinér and the Peoples National Bank, where the 


Federal Savings and Loan is now, on the South side of the street, These 
remained until they were closed by the Depression, 


FIRST SANITARIUM==Mr, James Whait's house in the 2nd Ward, Dr, 
Buchanan residence in the 5th Ward, Dr, Shellito, after completing an 
elegant new residence in the 2nd ward,.(Later the L, D, Stocking home and 
now the Rudy Leytze's home.) George Blamer residence=-now the east 
section of the present Peoples Hes 2ital, The house across from the Pinicon 
Hotel and St. Johns Church on corner converted to McClearnon Hospital, 


KINGS OPERA HOUSE--East Main Street, 1876, Cost=--$9,500, Built by 
Charles King, Now is the A, H, Ward Hatchery. 
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GEDNEY OPERA HOUSE-+seatine capacity was 825, Opening of Mr, Williams 
new Opera House was on Tuesday evening, August 23, 1892, There were 
four boxes and and two logpia, parquet, a balcony and gallery. Rebuilt 
and is now the Maleck Theatre after the buiiding burned, 

HENRY OLIVER BOOK STORE 1894==Present book store, 

SHERWOOD & STOCKINGS MEN‘S CLOTHING==Jeanna's clothing 

LIMBERT WHOLESALE CIGAR==-Ongs Upholstery or next one to it, 

CANADA GROCEKY~=1871--McGrane's Drug | 

CREAM STATION=-Whites Cafe now. 

M oaFha Ca hei nah 6 Sone MUNSON Library Building 

R, Rew PLANE RES IDENCE}-built in,1800. by.Henry A. Hall 3rd Ave, S$; E. 

OLD HIGH SCHOOL==Washington School 


WEBSTER SEED COMPANY=-located across the street north o* present 
Chatham Food market 


Sl wOSEPHS, CHURCH BLTE andy SCHOOL 

ST. JAMES EPISCOPAL CHURCH=-was 107 years old in 1963 

ST. JOHN'S CHURCH-=built in 1856 

OLD, POST OFFICE-=now oe of, the, Maleck,.Theatre, 

COLONIAL INN--was the stage coach stop 

CIRCUS RING BARN--is where they trained circus animals, Nichols Garage 
INDEPENDENCE PLECTRIC. “LIGHT COMPANY 


INDEPENDENCE LEVEL TREAD .POWER COMPANY 


FIRST METHODIST CHURCH==-1850swas the Methodist Episcopal 
CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH=+=18673 now American Legion Hall 

GERMAN PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH==-18583 now the Four Square Gospel 
WAPSIPINICON MILL=-18673 still original location, 

H, E. PALMER WHOLESALE EGG DEALER=-I[ndependence Prodi.ce Building. 


FRFE PUBLIC LIBRARY-~-1874; above the Morse & Littell & B. W. Tabor 
Drvg Store, now Dannenbrinks & Lanes Insurance, 


RUSH PARK and the KITE-SHAPED TRACK 


FAIRVILW PARK=-Wackerbaths Canning Factory Farm 
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HAWTHORNE SCHOOL SITE--site of future Presbyterian Church 


LINCOLN SCHOOL SITE--Vacant at present 


WEST ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 


JEFFERSON SCHOOL--Used to be Close's Field 

SITE OF FUTURE NEW ELEMENTARY SCHOOL--Shrivers building site, 
Re Ee A. BUILDING 

PINE? CREST “FRALTGLOR CCOURT 

WARD POULTRY FARM 

PATTONS LIME QUARRY 

WILSON: CEMETERY 


OAKWOOD CEMETERY 
MEP eHOPr COMET ERY 


INDEPENDENCE PRODUCE=-ARMORY BUILDING 


GATESVILLE 


Gatesvill< was a pioneer town scattered along a half mile or so, and 
located two miles east and three miles south of Independence=--half way 
between that town and Quasqueton, It was made up of the following 
buildings: 


COUNTRY STORE=~Some time in the 1890's a man by the name of Gates 
started a store in a small building adjacent to his house, It was 
the center of the neighborhood, and people visited it, especially 
in the evenings, Mr. Gates ran the store for a good many years, 
then moved to Independence, The store was kept going by various 
individuals, Soon a Post Office was established in the store, 
mail being brought to it three times a week, Farmers came to the 
store to pick up their mail, 


STONE SCHOOL-=there was a stone school building located nearby, 
which was used for a short while until a wooden school was built 
some 80 rods east. Later the school was moved some half mile or 

so south and was used until sold: around 1940, “It is now a residence 
in Independence, 


CHURCH==A Congregational Church was started some 40 rods from the 
store, It was active for a good while, closed, and then reopened 
some forty years ago. It was later sold to a neighbor to be used 
as a residence, which soon burned, 


BLACKSMITH SHOP==This shop was started just across the road from 
the church, and until the road was regraded twelve years ago the 
depression aeve it. stood could be clearly seen, and the trees 
were grouped around it. 


The church and schoolhouse were on land donated by one farm, the 
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Shop on another, and the store on the Gates farm. The road has been 
regraded and changed, and the only visible signs left of the town is 
the foundation of the church, 


Gatesville is one of the pioneer places of Buchanan County that has 
been erased and almost entirely disappeared from Sight. It has completely 
changed in looks in the past decade, People can drive right past it 
now without realizing thev have done so, 


QUASQUETON 


Our oldest town==The one with the most Firsts-=First settler-- 
first store--first mill--first trouble--finstudoctor--finst death-=-= 
first marriage-=-first bridge--first murder==first thieves-=first ‘school-- 
first post office--first funeral, This town so quiet and peaceful today 
had more turmoil than any of our others at its Start, [ts story has 
more: romance, more trouble, more thrills, more intrigue, and more 
tragedy than any other part of. Buchanan County, Such tales as the brave 
young man killed by claim jumpers whose fiancee lost her mind, the brave 
little boy who reconoitered the scene of the crime alone, and the Lone 
Elk, who evaded Indians and white men and was finally shct by the 
"Wild Girl"-~-a girl who masqueraded as her husband's daughter, who could 
out talk, outride,and outshoot any one on the frontier, whose parents were 
of nobel descent and owned the best livrary in all Canada, } This girl 
read such books as the classics afforded those days, but had no name 
and no scruples, She and her husband conspired to get the upperhand 
in Quasqueton and when the mill hands and owner took the law in their 
own hands and flogged him, telling him to leave the settlement, she rode 
clear to Dubuque on horseback and persuaded the court to send a posse 
after ‘the,offenders, They tried later to gain the mill rights by 
subtrafuge and when that was out--witted she put a curse on her enemies 
and the town such as was never heard before, Strangely, it was heard 
by the one it was meant for and brcke his spirit, Quasqueton's failure 
to grow and become the county seat as was dreamed for it is sometimes 
attributed to this curse, The mill never succeeded; the railroad 
failed to materialize; and Independence became the county seat, 


Bhere aretstories iof. the Big Blizzard, the cold summer and the 
hardships of the settlers mingled with their desire and ability: to 
help each other, This town's earliest romance settles arounc, not 
white men, but Indians, The glorious story of wapsi and Pinicon, 
Quasqueton has remembered her war heros with a monument and boasts 
eighty soldier's graves in her cemetery, Her first school house 
still stands, having been converted to a residence, Most of Quasqueton 
is still the same but she boasts a modern bridge, a lovely park, "Cedar 
Rock", a W. P. A.,restored dam, fishing fit for a king, and an 
occassional thrilling sight when the Boy Scouts make their annual 
canoe trip down the Wapsi and come gliding into view around the bend, 
This location was an early ford across the Wapsi, used by Indians and 
wild animals long before the White Man found it, 


CEDAR ROCK 


Cedar Rock=-Though not in Quasqueton, it is near by, and is the 
historic spot where the Indian lovers leaped to their deaths rather than 
go back to their separate tribes. It is owned by Lowell E, Walters, 
who had Frank Lloyd Wright design a house for that particular setting. 
It is the only Frank Lloyd Wright designed house in the county, 
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COUNTY HOME=-=-A home for the indigent--Northeast of Independence, 


DORIS 


Doris, a flap station on the Illinois Central Railroad, was named 
for the daughter of the president of the line, It is more of a name than 
a town, 


BETHEL 


| Bethel was the name given to the-.church and school that stood 
together east of Independence. The school has sent their pupils to 
Independence, and the church has disinteprated, the building being sold 
off. This was a Church of God or Winnbrennier Church, 


ON HIGHWAY 20 AND ON THE BANK OF PINE CREEK 


The present home of Claude Catt is the old stage coach inn, 
Highway 20 was the stage road between Dubuque and Independence, The 
Stage company built the inns and hired someone to run them, This 
inn housed a post office, a kitchen, and had four bedrooms for travelers, 
one big dining and reception room, and one large bedroom for the host 
ang, nos -fambly. 


A Presbeterian Church stood just west of the inn and a number of 
dwellings were east at the present Singer Crossings. This community was 
known as Pine, The buriel grounds were north of the intersection and 
west of the road, It was necessary to put a crook in the road tc miss 
the "gravesi« 


LITTLETON 


Littleton-=formerly known as Chatham==is ore of Buchanan County's 
oldest towns. Chatham was the post office of Littleton from 1851 until 
1881, after which it was Littleton, but the post office was discontinued 
in 1910 and mail today is delivered in the town by routes from both Jesup 
and Independence, It is touched on the north by the Fairbank route. 


Littleton came into being as a mill site. A dam at the site of 
the present dam that was built during depression years by CWA furnished 
power for the mill that served the community for many years. The 
old mill was torn down during the 1920's, The town boasted several 
stores, a hotel, a bridge over the Wapsi, a blacksmith shop, two 
churches, a school (Pleasant Grove Seminary), a cemetery, a saw and 
grist mill, and a number of dwellings. It was an up and coming community 
leading in new farm machinery and grain raising, A railroad, the same 
railroad that was to come through Quasqueton, Independence, and Otterville, 
was surveyed through Littleton and the grade built all the way to Fair-= 
bank, The failure of the railroad spelled doom for the town which 
nearly disappeared until the restoration of the dam. It has since 
become alive with cabin dwellers who love boating and fishing. The 
settlement west of the river is called Johnsonville because the owner 
of the land. a retired street car conductor from Chicago, a Mr. Lewis 
Johnsor , conceived the idea of utilizing discarded bax cars to make 
into retirement and vacation cabins along the river, The town sends its 
school children to Jesup now and finds it hard to support one church, 
The old Lutheran Cemetery is Northwest of Littleton, The new bridge and 
highway over the Wapsi are also northwest of Littleton. There is a new 
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recreation area west of the new highway. 


Going north out of Littleton, one comes across several homes of 
early settlers, the Stevenson place, once in Perry Township and later 
in Fairbank townshin, was the first settlement of Fairbank Township. It 
was tne birthplace of the late Dr, Stevenson, well known physician 
of Waterloo, Farther north is the birthplace of a long time State 
Superintendent of Schools, Mae Francis, This farm with its old time 
brick house up until a few years ago had the oid time tread mili, and 
it was the duty of the family dop to pump water with it. Back in the 
field from the Francis place is the site of an old stone house and thr 
foundations of barns, ete., and the ‘ruins of old wells, This is the 
original home of John Wroten and his wife, Nancy Cameron Wroten, Three 
generations of Wrotens lived here, but because it was off the road so 


far it lost its appeal as a home and became a grazing ground for beef 
eattle. 


The next well known land mark is Triumph School, Pioneer school 
and local meeting place for community entertainment, Farther north is 
the old site of Kier, a farm house’ that had a post office from 1867-1900, 
There is the remains of an old cemetery south and a little west of the 
Kier post office, There is still one grave of a Civil War Veteran tnrere. 
One present day Amish Cemetery is located on the Minton Farm, 


FATRBANK 


Pairbank started as the location of a sawmill, erected by C. W. 
Bacon Bane ty) I Everett: who camer in’ 1853)" in: 1660 Everett. opened a 
store, The post office was established in 1854 by C. W, Bacon... A 
cemetery was established in 1856, another at Kier at about the same 
time. The Grist mill was established in 1855 by Naylor and Harrington 
and later became the property of Minkler and Nichols, 


Fairbank was platted as a town in 1854, John McCuniff opened 


a storc in 1855 and a distillery in 1856 (which he discontinued three 
or four years later.,), 


Some interesting places: Baptist Church, Methodist Church, Luthern 
Church, Catholic Church==built of Native stone, two garges, chain stores, 
old’m117 site and dam, Island Parks=-once” the strong hold of the Ku Klux. 
Klan, This town was settled by strong clans of Irish, Poles, and German, 


It has two cemeteries; It is on the Chicago Greatwestern Railroad 
and the blacktop highway between Oelwein and Waterloo, The river running 
through it is the Little Wapsi. It has many fine fishing holes in it, 


RIVERS 


The Wapsipinicon River is the largest in the county and runs from 
Northwest to Southeast across the county, It got its name from the 
Indians, the legend being about two lovers of opposing trives being 
frustrated in their attempt to elope, jumped into the flooded river to | 
evade going back to their separate tribes and thus were united in death, 
The river was named Wapsi for the boy and Pinicon for the maiden, 


The Little Wapsi is a tributary of the Big Wapsi entering at Littleto: 
and is about equal in size to Otter Creek which flows into the Big Wapsi 
at Otterville from a Northeasterly direction, 
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The Burfalo is another large creek in the eastern part of the county. 
It flows®from.nerth! to southnand:slaghthy east. an Ituis: named forthe 
buffalo that roamed the prairies, 


Pine, a small creek that enters the Wapsi above Quasqueton, is named 
for the white pines that grew along its banks,. 


Bear Creek was so named becaused the last bear killed in Buchanan 
County®was killed4on itsnbanks. 


Lime Creek was named for its lime, banks, These last two flow into 
the Cedar River, The Rocky Island Railroad follows the. divide. between 
the two large rivers, 


Chicago, Anamosa, and Northern Railroad 


The Chicago, Anamosa, and Northern Railroad found difficulty getting 
across Buchanan County. Its aim was to go by way of Quasqueton and 
Independence to Waterloo and as far north as Bismark, North Dakota. It 
Was twenty=elpht years petting as Tar as Quasqueton and although the grade 
was built as far as Dunkerton the rails were only laid as far as Quasqueton 


where a roundhouse was located. Some; books sy that as many as sixty 
miles of grade was’ built; | Six years= later the tracks were all taken 
up, and sold to France.s;" Much ofthe road grade’ dis still visible, today and 


the big? cuts) east of Quasqueton Wili show for a long time, The bridge 
across thé: Bufialo "east of Kiené is stil?) there, 


KIENE 


Kiene was a town built on the strength of the coming railroad as a 
whistle stop. The railroad came as far as Quasqueton in 1912 and 
establishec a roundhouse, but try as all interested parties would, they 
could not swing the vote to take it any farther, The element apains~ it 
proved the stronger and although a roadbed was graded as far as Littleton 
and on toward Dunkerton, the track never extended beyond Quasqueton. 

Kiene was built on the township line between Middlefield and Newton 

and named in honor of the Kiene brothers who promoted the railroad 

which was to run from Chicago to Waterloo, A Mr, Wilder built an elevator, 
Fred Dunkle had a lumber yard and a house, There was a depot and a cafe, 
hardware, and an implement business, The farmers built a stockyards 
across the ‘road from ’Dunkle"s house, On July 4, 1912, Kiene held a 
eélebration with a pienic dinner andi sports; In 1914 ee Congregational 
Church was moved from the George Saur farm to Kiene, Otto Tielebein gave 
the land for the railroad. and townsite. The Moore and Dunlap cuts were 
big items of intereest being twenty-two feet deep. Large crowds gathered 
to watch the protess, In 1915 or 1916 the rails were taken up, and’ sold to 
a buver from K insas who in turn.sold them to France during World War I, 
There, perhap:, they helped us win the war or bring aid to our soldiers 
later, Kiene has disappeared to the point that only the church remains, 


MONTI 


Monti started as ‘a center for St, Patric's Church and Parish House, 
A cemetery was added and a few dweliings,. A large rural school consoli- 
dating the entire township followed. Monti is as near to being a town as 
anything Newton Township has. 
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BUCHANAN 


The village of Buchanan was better known as Mudville for obvious 
reasons to those familiar with the conditions of the soil, especially 
in the spring of the year. It was platted by Abiather Richardson and 
filed September. 15, 1857 at 2 P. M. at the Recorder's Office in 
Buchanan County, 


The village was laid out using the S$. E. corner of section 24, twp. 
90, range’, Buffalo Township as a point of beginning, and most of it was 
in this section, Just to the east, in Madison Township there were eight 
lots sixty=six feet wide, a church lot 132 * 146 feet on which a 
church was never built, and a cemetery lot of the same size just south 
of the church lot. These eight lots were vacated in 1881, Because of 
poor drainage the cemetery was soon discontinued and moved to what is now 
known as Madison Cemetery. Lots in the new cemetery were deeded to those 
who helpéd move the bodies. It is interesting to note one grave was 
never found and vears later while plowing corn, after a rain, a 
depression about the size and shape of a prave appeared. 


At first the village did a flourishing business, there being a town 
hall, a church, a windmill grist mill, a steam grist mill, two two 
drygoods and grocery stores, two blacksmith shops, a wagon shop, a 
physician, a postmaster, and J. W. Russell made brooms, just to keep 
the town clean. The first store was kept by Joseph Abbott and later by 
J. M. Price. The first blacksmith was Calib Fairchild, the second 
G. D. Russell. Kbiather Richardson was the first postmaster, 


The advent of the railroad in 1887 spelled the beginning of the end 
of the village and soon the Puildings were being moved about two miles 
north to the present site of Airora. Among these buildings were the 
two blacksmith shops, the town hall which was used as the Aurora’ 
schoolhouse, the wind prist mill, and the o~esent Aurora Baptist. Church, 
Of the several houses: moved Mr. and Mrs. ‘Charles Gould"s was: the 
first and their daughter, Rose Haywood, who we x a child at the time, 
remembers they spent two nights on the road. Tiis was the first house in 
the new town, 


The buildings that remained gradually deteriorated and eventually 
were torn down until now nothing remains but the foundation of 
Price’s store and Trotter’s well, 


MBEFFERTS SORGHUM MILL 
PAYNE? CEMETERY 
PINE 
STAGE COACH STOP 
CUTSHALL BRIDGE ACCESS AREA | 


One of our more recent improvements in the county is the re-routing 
of the road across the Wapsi west of Littleton, The fine new bridge and 
wide highway which has a hard surface now gives a new route to Fairbank 
from Littleton and Waterloo and is a boom to the people in the immediate 
neighborhood, A new park and campsite is situated on both sides of the 
new highway. North on this road is the old Luthern cemetery and the 
former site of a Luthern Church. Many German pioneers rest here. This 
country is known as the Forks (of the two Wapsis), 
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Newton townsnip's, first settletment came in the extreme south edge 
near two large springs named for the two families, Austin and Walton. 
A post office, Atlanta,, was, hocated here. from 1855, to, 1873; when, it. was 
moved to the center, of the township and called Newtonville, In 1900 
this post office was discontinued and rural routes established. There 
is also a cemetery located near the old atianta post office site, 


Because of the heavy timber, Newton township had more wild animals 
thane other pants cr Bushanan, County., Dears, bears, Lynxes y,wild. cats,, 


and turkeys were ail on the hunted list. -The first school in the town- 
Ship was located at the springs or near Atlanta. Hoover cemetery and the 
Wesleyan Methodist Church make, up still. another community. 


> CR 


Newton Township was settled by strong re-ling Irish clans. along 
the: Buffalo in some.of Buchanan. County.’s. speotacular, scenery... The pioneer 
posit. office of Erin was,.located im this..vioanityv. It was established 
if .wosovand discontinued 2in.l8o3, 


Newtonville, at oné time, comprised 4a, store, church, a blacksmith 
Shop,,.a vost office, a school, .a.creamery., and a set).of farm, buildings. 
Only the school. remains, 


Winthrop ds. a town established. by. the ICC Railroad.... It,is.said 
to be ithe birthnlace..of, cum tate dr¢ Bo’ Bo.iSet1s,,Con.,a,,f anm). +The 
Freemont and Whitney Cemeteries. are on the road north as we head for 
the, MeLfert, sarghum Mili, his isthe only. Nankee onerated sorghum. 
-mill left,,in the county. ,,Jt has, been in, the. Meffert family. for. years’, 
The Mrs, Schweitger presently on the farm was a Meffert, 


MADISON TOWNSHIP 


The Madison Township watershed was the first one that the United 
States Soil Conservation office of Buchanan Count: ----cked on, Several 
small and private ones had been done througt out the County, but this was 
the groun of some thirteen farmers working together as a team .to hire 
the necessary. earth movinep equipment. | The main drainage ditch was two 
miles long. ‘There.were two side branches. one=half mile long, and the other 
was tee ual ea ofa mile long... This was comtieted in 1952 and was 
one. of, the bipeest, projects. of, 1ts,-kindat the .time....This watershed is 
located north-west of Lamont along the Maquoketa River and its tributaries, 


Lamont 16 located on.the Maquoketa, Rivers and Chicago Great 
Western Railroad. it is. a.town sufficient in, itself.,,..It.,began as -a 
small village, platted from ground deeded by Seymour Whitney, who was | 
Madison Township’s first settler. Whitney came in. the. fall. of 1852, His 
son, Hiram, was the first white chiid born in Madison Township. Sevmour 
Whitney was the township's firet clerk, He moved to Missouri in 1867, 


The first postoffice was known as Erie and was established in 1875, 
Mr. Ward was appointed postmaster and changed.the name to Ward’s Corners . 
in honor of him. In 13883 G, M.. Foster became postmaster and changed 
the name to Lamont. . The coming of,.the railroad through. this ttown insured 
the growth of it and brought it prosperity. Lamont no longer gets its by 
railroad but is on a star route. During its stagecoach era there was a 
stage road through here that has been discontinued but can be faintly 
discerned where it cut through the Kenney and Mervin Hall farm on its. way 
to Strawberry Point. Lamont has erected a monument to her Civil War 
heroes, 
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At one time Lamont had water power and a mill on the banks of the 
Maquoketa. It would be interesting to know what the Indian word 
Maquoketa means, Madison Township has no spectacular history but has 
maintained a steady life, 


She has three cemeteries. The first one was established in 1857 
near Burfalo Grove in the southwest corner of the township. The 
second was at Ward's Corners in 1858, and a third in the northeast part 
of the township, There is a large rock quarrv iocated here, 


| Aurora is the town that absorbed Mudville, Buchanan, or Buffalo 
Grove. ‘Aurora was’ a whistle stop established on the Chicago Great 
Western Railroad, People seeing an advantage to living on a railroad 
picked up their homes and moved, Even the cemetery was moved. ‘Today 
Aurora has combined her school district with Winthrop and Quasqueton 
to form the East Buchanan School District, 


We should not leave this region without mentioning: the Covey 
Murder Mystery that was enacted somewhere alonp the Buffalo near the 
township line--possibly in Byron. Tnis was a murder evervone knew had 
been committed and by whom but due to the absence of the Corpus: \Dilicti 
no utter proof that there was a corpse was to be had, Much time and 
work went into searching for the body. but availed nothing, The killer 
went free, the case being dismissed; not because he was believed to be 
pullty and must not be acquitted for lack of evidence lest the body be 
found in the future and the law could not try him again for the same 
charge. With the grading of the road through this coumtny iacepart of a 
skeleton was found bringing to mind this ald case so long ago dismissed 
as unsolwable. The guilty man. became a hopeless alcoholic and died 
Ln Sioux. City, 


ST. JOHN'S CHURCH AND SCHOOLS 


st. John's Church was built in, 1856, It was a small-frame building 
near the Court House. The members could be counted on the ends of your 
fingers. Father Slattery was the first resident pastors padne 186 34 


under “ather Goskar, the small brick building was started, Attached 

to 1t was a convent under the auspicices of the Sisters of Mercey who 
purchased it in 1869, The school burned in 1923 and was replaced ir. 
1926; it was added to in 1954 and a new structure epenedaadnid962.?hThe 
Sisters purchased the east half of the block where the school now stands 
and later were able to purchase the residance of Richard Campbell on the 
west half. St. John's is one of Independence'’s more luxuriant churches 
today and has absorbed St. Joseph's Church, There are two other Catholic 
parochial schools in the county--one at Fairbank and one at Jesup, 


LEAVING INDEPENDENCE 


Coming north out of Independence we pass the fairprounds, the home 
of the county fair since 1891 when the ground wa purchased from 
Theras Scarcliffe, by the Buchanan County Agriculture Society, A number 
of tairs had been held by businessmen at the site of the present Rush 
Park, Dut they had not been remunerative enough and had given way to 
horse racing instead, 
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In 1897 this new group of farmers and businessmen had.a very 
successtul fair, attracting a record crowd by offering for entertainment 
Doeter, Carver, champion rifle and wine sheor.of the world and the. Hievh 


me Lb aie GLUON TS oes. : bhoey ueved «Ok .a forty bs fe dete pedi oy Pak, RELO Rin eet Aina AME Be 
Py: “4 ig Li : sgt ¥ ap clead I: they presented Carnie Nation with tr@ ATIC 
Of temperance this drew, 7000 people... Many of them bought. her Peete 
hatchet In 1912 they pave away an automobile .to the holder of the 
lucky ticket in 19il they featured diving eik. ..Many stories, good and 


bad, ean; beytold onjthe Independence Fain. »ult.isvstill.a big vattraction 
today; Dut 1s dirferent,than,the early. fairs, having changed with.the 


Po LmMes 


he aaeat landmark is Kirkville, a trailer court and resort. - Mr. and 
Mrs, Kirkendall). purchased.this place for a home, .Their's is only tr- second 

1 name on the abstract... The fine fishing and cabin. locations 
prompted them to turn it into a summer resort, About ten. years ago they 
bepan tO make room for permanent trailer houses-and thus became the first 
traliep court to be establishe’.in Independence, There is now space for 
thirty-one traiiers and still room for expansion, 


is PERE corel Uibiehany AVS.nextsin: Line, Wo. iS.One.of,ournbest kept 
ia u.the county, 


A sawmili has recently been set up between the cemetery and the 
GO EU Soa 


Kig:@ras taqnew (bradgey»prades andiparkingpranea atyUarter Creek. 
The farm back off the road,on the.creek,bank.to-our.right.is the.home 
Of ,OuUnncounty apent;  JavePantridge. 


HWOMmaviiies the rendering works has.been in the Hohl family for 
TOPEY=lave, vears, It is awell established landma”’ .and has been one of 
huchanan >! ounty s sources,of employment. lt.went.out, of business.in 
Tebruary ae Sos . 


lupaing west, at the,end of the.road, we,come.to-the Morse, Farm, 

At one time this farm was the wintering quar ‘ters of circus animals of 
various circuses managed by.P. A: Older, a resident of Independence and 
one of the preatest circus men of.all times, . Several.of.the original 
buildings stiili stand, including the. barn,-.which, does not look, like.an 
ordinary barn on an average farm, and the house which still has the | 
SOlid walnut op*n stai:case and the original front room chandelier. This 
was a weil kept home and was considered a showplace, Fire destroyed some 
Pietire DUE Ldings , 


OTTERVIGLE 


This villape was in the olden days a promising town, A dam across 
Pthe creek northeast of the store furnished power for a sawmill and a 
Prist mili Otterville at one time boasted a creamery, a wagon shop, a 
Pblacksmith shop, a hotel two churches and parsonages, a store, and two 
Schools, An annual fair was an annual event in the community. Many of 
the dwellings were sold off during the depression years ‘o “liminate 
maxes, and salvape the investment, It: got its name from the creek 
Shassing through it, which in turn was named for the otters foune in it 
in ploneer days 
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BORDNER*S BOULIVARD 


West of Otterville is a road grade that today is an ordinary road, 
but was in its time a much disputed improvement. This road running along- 
side of the bayous of the Big Wapsi had a tendacy to overflow each year 
and wash out much of the roadbed, This meant constant repair work, When 
R. L. EBordner was elected as county supervisor he used his influence to 
build a high prade across here, The idea met with much oppseition and 


ridicule as it was > big investient that some were sure would be lost 

With the first rain, It was scathingly referred to as "Bordner's 
Boulevard," it-has stubbornly resisted the elements with only minor 
répaire occassionally. The pattern is commonly used today on other problem 
roads, 


The lilinois Central Depot and tracks are self explanatory. The 
Wapsi Valley Creamery got its start about forty years ago when Carmichael 
put up a new cheese factory that only lasted a few years, Wapsi Valley 
took it over first as a creamery and then as a cheese factory, Their 
buttereis made in Cedar»Rapids, 


The old Mei Webster Seedhouse was a big concern that employed several 
people. Fire destroyed the oduilding and Mr, Webster moved the seed house 
te Kings: Hall. 


CIVIL WAR 


Iowa's preatest history was made during the Civil War, She never had 

to resort to forced draft. When Lincoln called for troops always enough 
volunteered to fill the number, Sometimes they were offered bounties but 
they were always volunteers, Our men were courageous fighters and soon 
developed the reputation of being top-notch troops. When you consider 
that only courageous men with strong hearts would tear up roots of home 
and volunteer to conquor an untamed wilderness it '1s not strange that we 
had extra good soldiers, Having gleaned th. Cream of the Crop from the 
East, we should have been able to produce better soldiers and certainly 
chey were in fine practice to conquor and were physically hardened from 
real work, They were used to primitive living so endured the hardships 
better, Of all the things written of Buchanan County History the Civil 
Wari. Period of -stories «isthe .most.glowing+of all, ag.it .mnotp»only jtebls .of 
the things our men did but of the many wonderful things our home front did, 
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FONTANA PARK 


Fontana, though always privately owned as a farm and mill,has nearly 
always been considered as a Hazleton Park. The mill pond offered good 
fishing facilities and the west bank a good place for large groups to 
picnic, I have heard my mother tell of picnics and outings there when 
she was -a small giri and attended several myself during my highschool days 
nearly forty years ago, The location had it's beginning as a ford of 
Otter Creek probably first used by the Indians and wild animals. When 
the white man came he cut down the trees and used them to build a. 
dam, to furnish power for first a Sawmill,-then a grist mill, and then a 
Lourie mill, 


Fontana reached it's height of popularity as a pleasure park during 
Adam Kiefer'"s ownership when two enterprising young men, Clyde Allen 
and Emil Plembing built a “Shoot the Chutes" to add to their water fun, 
This might be described as a sort of roller coaster ten or twelve feet 
-above the ground at the high end, with. 100 feet of track leading down 
into the water deep enouph to float a boat, The boat was mounted on a 
four wheéi cart and drawn to the top of the chute by means of a gas engine. 
The boat would accommodate four people at a time, They were given a 
start and would gain enough momentum on their descent so that when they 
hit the water the boat would float off the wheels and out aimost across 
the pond, To the riders this was great sport and offered competition as 
to whom could travel the fartherest. When high water destroyed the dam 
the people missed the mill pond and it's resources, Several times it was 
restored by private interests, but the last time the Lion's Club sponsored 
a drive and assisted the conservation board in making a public park of 
it. It promises to be a huge success, The park received it's name 
Fontana during Adam Kiefer’s ownership and was named by Mart Coy and 
Kyle Kiefer, No one seems to know what prompted the title, 


HAZLETON 


Hazleton, formerly known as Greeley's Grove was not always located 
atelt"s present site, oT was once diocated’ a rile, east at’ the untersection. 
It is referred to today as Old Hazleton, Old Hazleton had a post office, 
a. couple of stores and a few dwellings, The building of the railroad from 
Independence to Oelwein was the deciding factor in changing the location 
of the town, The buildings were moved to the flag station and only the 
Cellier holes remain. Hagleton prospered for a time. Having three or four 
‘proceries, a lumber yard, two restaurants, two banks, a meat market, and 
slaughter house, a blacksmith and wagon shop, a hotel, an undertaking 
parlor, three churches, a photographer's shop, a newSpaper, a telephone 
office, two doctors, a drug store, a hardware, a variety store, one 
department store, an opera house, a grade and high school, a depot, 

a creamery, and an annual fair. The automobile ape added a garage and 

a variety of filiing stations, but the town had a number of tragic events, 
setting it. back, Several times such as bank failures, fires and finally 
‘the crash of 1929 closed. both banks, Hazleton has a bank today but the 
business part of Hazleton has suffered since the depression. Cars make 

it possible for the population to travel to larger towns to buy at the 
Super merkets., The high school has moved to Oelwein, the passenger 
service on the train was discontinued in the 30's and the depot demolished 
in the last decade, 


People living in Hazleton commute to work in Oelwein, Independence, 
and Waterloo, Hazleton awaits new inspiration. It is now a place to live, 
rather than a place to make a living. 
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INTERESTING PLACES IN HAZLETON 


The ‘old creamery--the school=-an old undertaking parlor==an old 
hotel, where legend has it that appendicitis was discovered and a 
means to combat 1t learned by Independence's own Dr. Shellito«-churches-- 
New Legion Hall=-Adam Kiefer's house--T. E, McCrudy's house(banker)==their 
well ker* city park--Hazleton once had a town. band they were very proud 
of, This was reincarnated in their High School band. Hazleton was well 
known for its band concerts and free movies, It has three cemeteries, 
The, one south of town, the Catholic Cemetery, and one modernistic, the 
Floral Hills Memorial Gardens north of town, 


North-east of Hazleton is the old. Covtown location once a small 
town and post office, but now only a memory, Its cemetery is the only 
clue to its existance as even: the school has been discontinued, The lime 
quarry 18 worked for agriculture lime, It covers twenty acres, 


South of Hazleton is the present day Go-Cart Track, The dwelling 
and carriage house on this place were built by Del Barnum believed to 
be a relative or P, T, Barnum, He built this home that his wife 
might be near her parents in their declining years, She was a Dowling 
girl and was raised acros: from the cemetery, 


In the cemetery is a monument to the Civil War dead, The first 
burial in this cemetery was of a twelve year old, an emigrant, who was 
With a wagon train camped at the spring in the vicinity. There are 
Many ploneeérs buried there, 


PRAIRIE CENTRE AND PILOT GROVE DISTRICTS 


The Wilbert Frye Farm, located between the branches of Pine Creek, 
is Pilot Grove, The’ Prairie Centre and Pilot Crove districts were pretty 
much one community c-nsisting of a-Methodist Church, a creamery, a 
cheese factory, a race track, anda grove of. trees that could be seen 
for miles, cheering the hearts of weary travelers as only well known 
land marks can, The church stood on the northwest corner of the 
intersection...it.was. sold +0, Neweld.Davis+and.is) now.usedeas a barn, The 
outlines of the race track are still visible at certain seasons of the 
year, A little farther east are the two sites of Castleville, an abandoned 
post office. There was a Congregational Church at Castleville, There is 
a private burial ground at the Payne farm, 


BRYANTSBURG 


Buffalo Creek passed through the old location of Buchanan, This was 
a favorite dwelling place for Indians, but they left when the white 
man moved in, A, J. Eddy conducted a ferry with a wagonbox at this 
Crossing before a;bridge was built, . 


The frame house built by A, Richardson in 1851 is still standing and 
in.good repair, It was budidt,ofeblack-wadnut,... It has no modern 
conveniences, 


Buffalo Grove, in Byron Township, is the scene of the famous 
Covey Murder Mystery, 






Liane s 2970 aoitssol awosyot) ‘Bio 3: De csessen to nn gee 
ino eit at vyatems, ext a yrComae BS VLRO won Pd (85 £180 a te ae 
one? at? ,bsvattnose 5 nasd 25th Loodoe Sdtimeve 25 gonatehks AOE 

29795 vinews exsves HE ‘Smt SRE Lae toi boaiot ohh utr 
va), es ei ae ny 

gatiisw ght toott jnpd~of vob tnoaaqq: ont et Aorsisee io A330 piv 
at bevertod qurtisd fed vd Sh iud onsw s9Bfq. etdt) wo savor | mae if 
sitw efd sedr emo eint riiud aH gw 6H! of RO ova a “6 8 

; “cat THER | od ody, 


ati fwod 5 enw ofc pe TEIN anime lopb 2: a asada itso oe 
iMiey OMa5 shes ne 1209796 bee Lat aM | 














hemi A) 































al 
terri sat .Speab vipWoCivaed sdt. or sasmunon & 2s Wass ene> ont) lee, 
apw oftw eine Ria ms blo they, eviews 6/10 SEWN THT a0 9D aitd: pakeae 


ste evetl - NTiatoay sat ot gmiuce aa Ts Pewee aces ge ode 
. y stead becid 25a a? 


it 


grointend Twa TOIT AMAL MATHS aTATeS 


Asst? ontT To astionerd att a tied botsoot Rigs suri tredlig, 
vtyesq erew atotatearhb sworn? FOLe4 Orte attned Ssivassys sift SV O%@ 
5s ,vuemaenT® B  torud eke ae OR iteped (2 vt .URMRe 
ieee ad bio. tect 2oett Ro 42 13) ue 6261 & Rierer 
er Sieg ying as avs lovetd NE OW: 2p erased te qi ste she on 
SF DO, owt : “ Borg Tor . abit ©) Neate 
























iT yitted 2 em bS8d won BL bas Btved Llawett oF its 
ste to. anorsss. aber 199 th sidtety Shite, one toeae ‘S380 oie 
onobngds ms ,oiiivelzasd 20 29 J Rh ogee seats} ait} 


ei oanT Babee 35, et et Out 5 


i Su ai saky “a 
lke cies 1. Lee Tws 






MCWILLIAMS HOME=-Though both the old house and barn have been 
replaced, still remain the site of Buchanan County's bigpest crime, Here 
a man suffering the early stages of insanity brutally killed his wife and 
five children with a butcher knife and claw hammer, laid them out on the 
kitchen floor and then calmly went to spend the night with his father, 


FRINKS GROVF-=is located three miles north of Brandon, It was 
settled by Jonn [rink and his three grown up sons, John, Alonzo, and 
George. Alonzo and George only stayed a short time and moved on. Alonzo 
went to Minnesota where his wife and children were massacered by th: 
Indians, Alonzo swore eternal vengeance against the Indians-and followed 
a life of a hunter, becoming the dread of the Indians as many fell before 
his rifle, John Jr. remained on his father's property and conducted a 
hotel and whiskey shop for many years. This settlement later became 
known as Shady Grove, é 


MENTAL HEALTH INSTITUTE=-Independence's biggest source of employment 
Since being built in the years between 1868 and 1873, It was the second 
hospital of its kind built in Iowa. There are four all together, There 
were many fears that the patients would be undesirable to have in the 
community at first, but it has proven to be both profitable and without 
much'troubles It °was‘located here‘under the influence of W,'G. Donnan, 

a resident of Independence and at that time a State Senator, Recent 
renovations have brought the institution up to date and in line with 
the new methods of treating mental illness. 


RUSH PARK 
ROWLEY 


Rowley is a town that came into being when the railroad was laid 
across country, It is somewhere near half way between Walker and 
Independence, It was named in honor of one of their men in the company. 
It is a quiet unassuming town with big fires its biggest history. It 
has prospered and grown but the decline of the rail transportation and 
the boom of the automobile has been hard on these smaller towns 


The old Presbeterian Church, the present Masonic Hall is the only 
building that has survived the Rowley fires.(In the business district,) 
What was Rowley's school house is now parts of two other buildings, One 
is the residence across from the cemetery and the other just a shed, 
Aside from cyclones and fires Rowley's history is rather ordinary and 
smooth, 


Hammerville was the original post office but it gave way to 
Rowley when the railroad came, 


OUR AMISH NEIGHBORS 


Buchanan County's Amish colony started in the early 1900's, literally 
between 1910 and 2915, Eight families,-the parents all fairly young left 
their mother colony and started one of their own, They firmly believed 
that progress cultivated sin. This colony is one of the stricter ones in 
the United States, These families were all related, being two sets of 
brothers and sisters and first cousins to each other, They made up their 
own bishop and preacher, Their children all being below marrying age, the 
colony did not expand for some time, 
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About the time the first of the children reached marriagable age, 
another group or church began moving in. They had their own Bishop 
and Preacher, They became known as the South Church while the first 
ones were referred to as the North Church. Church however was held 
in the various houses. Each family taking a turn. These people belong 
to the Mennonite belief but are designated as the Amish Mennonites 
because they wear beards, 


Aside from driving horses and buggies, they stick to the old dress 
of homemade clothing of a peculiar style. The women fasten their dresses 
with a continuous row of common pins, coil their long hair at the backs 
of their heads and they wear white bonnets, The men's clothes, also home- 
made are oi denim, Their hats, bry ad brimmed black felt however arel 
boughten. Their top coats are denim or corduroy and always fastened 
with hooks and eyes, Women and girls alike wear only one style of dress, 
A tight bodice, long sleeves, full skirt, topped with a pin around 
apron and a v-shaped neckerchief over the bodice, They wear plain colors 
only but may wear two or three colors at one time, 


They are good hearted people, hard workers, good cooks, good 
farmers, good carpenters, and find their joy in the simple chings of 
life, Sometimes their conflicting religious beliefs cause trouble wich 
some of their yankee neighbors, but mostly they are good people. Their 
records of conflict with the law is very ‘brief’ for the number ‘of years 
riey nave DPpved waiy*this County : 


: This colony made its big expansion during World War II. A colony of 
| these people was located in Kansas on land wanted by the U. S. government 
.for air bases, These people sought new homes amongst their own kind, 

|. There are now over a hundred families in this colony comprising five 
different churches, 


The colony in Kansas was of a higher order than this colony. Coming 
in here called for adjustment. Those who could not conform moved on, 
| seeking their own kind, 





| One of the most noticeable things about the colony is: the style 
wana plainess of their “farmSteads’, “the ‘horses ‘in' therr pastures) and 
of course their dress, Most of them own their own homes, 


They have two cemeteries in their colony. One is north of the 
Hazleton=Fairbank road and the other north of Littleton, 


The Amish schools of controversy are east of Prarie Grove and one 
is north as well, They were once public schools of Hazleton Township 
but were purchased by the Amish when Hazleton became consolidated. The 
other six Amish schools in the county are still public schools. 


PRAIRIE .GROVE 


Prairie Grove was named for the landmark trees, Its first school 
house was north of the grove but the present day one is south of it. The 
creamery and store were north to the corner and west a few rods. 


Prairie Grove farm was one of the few farms quarentined during the 
| Hocf and Mouth Disease epidemic. 


Dr, F. F. Agnew was born and raised in this community. 
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Rush Park is synonymous with the history of Independence, The Kite 
Shaped Race Track. though short lived, was known world wide and was very 
Famous... The’ financial panic of: 1892” and 1893 spelled the end of a wonderful 
venture and wiped away an ennrmous fortune, C, W, Williams, the promoter, 
WaS not beaten by the reverses but turned to evangelism and was as good in 
that field as any other. The. Rush Park Era was one of the brightest spots 
or Buchanan County history, Its brevity made it dearer in the minds o¢ 
the people, 


Blooms manufacturing plant is an old and well established industry in 
Independence, F 


Crabb‘s Gas Enpine Factory is another old industry. 


Corn Blossom, a new name on an old factory, When Wackerbarth owned . 
it; it was a sweet corn canning company, running only when the sweet corn 
was in Séason. Corn Blossom cans chicken and dresses out other poultry. 
It 15 now a year around industry, 


The Colonial Motel of today has a history of being a stage coach ston, 
It was originally owned by a man named.Cobb, This man followed various 
trades including farming and stock buying, as well as the hotel business, 


it changed to a tourist park during the early automotile years ,,.but.is. new 
a modern motel, . 


CONO TOWNSHIP 


Cono Township was named for a Winnebago Indian chief who loved to 
hunt and fish along the Wapsi. He was a friendly Indian and had many 
friends amonp the white settlers, This township has no spectacular 
history, no town, no cemetery, It had a post office from 1849 until 
Rowley was established, There is a church located at the crossroads at 
the exact center of the township. This place is called Cono Center, 
Farther south on the same road is a Presbeterian church and school with 
a recent history of much. controversy, . 


BRANDON 


Brandon is a town that sprang up in the 1840's and 50's, It is 
in the (dar Valley rather than Wapsi Valley and seems set epainc s+ ie 
1s on the interurban line, an electric railway that brought electricity 
Carly to the tovnspeonple, they being second only to Independence for 
Such service, The Jefferson township schools consolidated in 1911 
making theirs the first in the county, followed by Jesup. The last 
bear to be killed in Buchanen County was in this township. Sunnyside 
er Prinks Grove was a post office from 1854 to 1861 and was possibly the 
Site of the religious trial that took place in 1859, The story goes 
that a well meaning evangelist prepared to hold a large revival ina 
prove of.trees early in July and perfected the seating, People came by 
families and sat as families. Where upon the evangelist asked them to 
Separate, the males on one side and the females on the other. Some 
thought this to be rediculous and did not heed. Where unon the evangelist 
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demanded to be obeyed. Consenuently the meeting broke up and the 
evangelist had the crowd arrested for dis ‘rbing the peace, Whereupon 
the sheriff and deputy had to bring the ctlprits in not liking the job 
but adhering to duty. The prisoners sane all the way into Independence 
and also all the way out again after the case was thrown out of court. 
There were over fifty people involved as prisioners and witnesses. 


The high school age children of Brandon all come to Independence 
as, tuition students, 


Idlewilde was a small village north of Shady Grove. It, too had a 
‘“hote"’ and post office, There are a-few visible signs of other houses 
around the vicinity of the farmstead, the old hotel being used as a 
residence, The farm is owned by Olsen of Walnut Dairy. 


Vista as east of adapt ides and is also an old hrtel that housed a 
post, office. The church that went with Vista was ferther east and only 
the scars of its foundations are visible. If you turn south at the church 
corner you pass the Westburg school claimed to be the best equipped rural 
school in Buchanan: County. 


THE DIAGONAL 


In the early days the diagonal road was known as the Brand-- Road, 

It got its location in a rather odd way. Jefferson Township was being 
settled as early as 1850 in and around the. location ef «Brandon; This 
spot is about sixteen miles from Independence. The main source of 
living came from Marion and Cedar.”apids, nr t Dubuque, These people, so 
_ far isolated from everything, heard that a county seat town was rapidly 

Shaping up at Independence. Curiosity and adventure called to a proup 
of these people to po and see for themselves, It being wintertime and 
Snow on the ground, they took a bob sled and started across the broad 
expanse of prairie for a spot on the river sixteen miles away. There 
were no roads and no fences, nor a farm house between, They set their 
course nearly north=east and arrived at their destination. They looked 
and visited and rested, then started for home. But darkness befell them 
and soon they were lost. This meant disaster on the prairie in winter, 
but they gave the team the reins and one old horse wiselv and unerringly 
made a bee line for home where waited ,a warm stall and food. . They 
arrived safely. The “bee line" became the main traveled route to and 
from Brandon to Independence and no amount of trying has ever changed it. 


Brandon was the first community to have consolidated schools, and the 
second to have electric lights--Independence being the first. 


Power came to her by way of the electric ah ete between Cedar 
Rapids and Waterloo, This town has been quite independent of other 
communities being self-sufficient in itself, 

MCWILLIAMS HOME==scene of one of Buchanan County's worst tradgedies. 

SUNNYSIDE-=- 

SHADY GROVE==- 


VISTA=<T, V. tower on highest spot of Buchanan County ; the only 
post office in Westburg township. 
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JESUP 


Jesup was a town started as Barclay in Black Hawk County, but was 
moved to the whistle stop of J sup on the Illinois Central Railroad 
after its construction in 1860. ° It has had hatcheries, a shirt factory, 
stcres, garages and 1 creamery for industries, It has flowered and 
gained all ite life, It ce’lebrated a centennial in 1960, Jesup's 
history 1s uneventful so far as sensational things are concerned, but a 
elean and normal history is a very good record to have, 


Homer township records a story ofa Miss Mitchell who in company with 
her two house dogs went out. into the cornfield to chop corn, She was 
working diligently when the air was rent with unheard of noises, Running 
in the direction from whence they came she came upon her dogs locked ina 
death strugple with some ferocious animal, Not waiting for caution but 
fearing for her dogs she wading in wielding her corn knife in a well 
placed swing to the skull of the-intruder, The animal proved to be an 
over-sized lynx. The county awarded her $10 for her prize, 


The last bear to be killed in the county was in Jefferson Township 
in 1859.. For a number of years bears had not been seen and then they 
returned to the point of several being killed in-one year, mostly in 
neiphboring townships and counties, 
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STATE OF IOWA 
EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT 


PROCLAMATION 


a oS 


COUNTY GOVERNMENT WEEK 


WHEREAS , The Towa State Association of County Officers has set aside the 
week of May 13-19 for observance of County Government week, and 


WHEREAS , the ninety-nine counties of the State of Iowa operate under the 
historic concept of home rule, and 


WHEREAS, it is fitting to call public attention to the achievements of 
; county government administered by the various elective and an« 
pointive county officials, and 


WHEREAS , county governments are cooperating partners with the state govern-= 
ment in administering public affairs, 


NOW, THEREFORE, I, Harold FE, lughes, Governor of the State of Iowa, do 
hereby proclaim the week of May 13 through May 19, 1963 as 


COUNTY GOVERNMENT WREK 


in Iowa and do further encourage the several counties to develop 
their own observances of this occasion, built around a public invitation to 
the citizenry to visit their local County Court Houses and other institutions 
administered by the county, to observe the duties, services and functions of 
its several departments as part of the state-wide program of "Open Court House" 
in the ninety-nine counties of our sovereign state, 


IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I have 
hereunto subscribed my name 

and caused the Great Seal of 

the State of Iowa to be affirmed 
Done at Des Moines this 16th 

day of April in the year of Our 
Lord One Thousand Nine Hundred 


i) 





Sixty-Three, 
/s/ __Harold E, Hughes ; 
a GOVERNOR K 
ATTEST : 
/s/ Melvin 1D. Synhorst 


SECRETARY OF STATE” 
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WELCOME 


To the People of Buchanan County Brae Visitors, we are happy to extend 
. Our most sincere welcome, 

We appreciate your taking time from your busy schedules to visit your 
Courthouse and better acquaint yourselves with the work being done by your 
County Officials, 

We hope that you have enjoyed your tour, and that in some way it has 
helped you realize how your tax dollar is being spent and what a great priv- 
ilege we have in our LOCAL GOVERNMENT , 

Thank you for coming, 

BUCHANAN COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
Claude Catt 


Richard T, Cone 


4990'798 Carl Peterson 
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Gleanings from the Dedication Program of May 22, 1940 
The Old Buildings on Court House Square, 


In the Spring of 1857 the Old Court House was started by Judge O.H.P. Roszell, 
the County Judge who had control of the County business at that time, The Building 
was centered on the Court House Square on the East center facing the First Ward Park, 
The task of completing the construction fell to County Judge Stephen Tabor who was 
appointed to succeed Roszell, 


Judge Tabor reported in his July 1,°%1958 report that the cost of the Court 
House was $9,758,51, The materials were hauled from Dyersville by ox teams, 


In 1869, at the General Election it was proposed to build a jail and in 1870 
the jail and the Sheriff's House was constructed at a total cost of $18,828.00 
and it was in the Northeast corner of Court House Square, | 


In 1880 at the General Election it was voted to build a fire proof building 
in the Southeast corner of Court House Square to house County offices, which 
contained the Recorder's Office on the Second floor to the East, the Clerk of the 
District Court on the same floor to the West and Treasurer’s Office below the Record- 
er, the Auditor below the Clerk of the District Court and the Supervisor's room be- 
tween the Auditor and Treasurer's Office, That building apparently cost $7,506, 00 


The three buildings remained in use thru the building of the new Court House 
which was started in the Fall of 1938 by the Board of Supervisors, They were: 
Wilbert H,. Frye, Sr., George F, Slemmons, and Wm M, Armstrong, The Construction 
Company was Larsen §& Sons of Council Bluffs, who constructed the New Building, 
Wheatland Piumbing §& Heating Company of Wheatland and now of Cedar Rapids, had 
the plumbing work which bid was $27,100.00, the Capitol City Electric Company of 
Des Moines had the Electrical work for a bid of $5,344.00, the Montgomery Elevator 
Company of Moline, Illinois had that work for $5,761.00 and the jail equipment 
material and supplies by Fries Company of Kentucky for $7,172.00 The landscaping 
work was by Sherman Nurseries of Charles City for $450.00, 


The total estimated cost of the New Building was a little over $254,000.00 
including the sidewalks, drives, etc, The Federal Government paid all but $111,000.00 
which the County financed by selling bonds which were all redeemed in ten years, The 
average taxpayer paid towards the New Building approximately $14.00 over the ten years 
It is true the richer the taxpayer was the more he or she paid, likewise those that 
had little or no property paid little on the tax bill, 


The Clerk of Court had the first business in the new Building, A couple came 
from Chicago. to get a marriage license and approached the Clerk in the old building 
a few days before Easter 1940 and asked that he carry the book over to his new office 
that was still unfinished and cold, The Clerk did SO, preparing the needed papers 
for the couple, . 


There are six persons in the New Building that worked in the old buildings and 
moved into the new building in April and May 1940, They are; 


Treasurer-Mrs, Evelyn Miller Director of Relief-Robert C. Elderton 

Deputy Treasurer=-Mrs, Mabel Scott Clerk in Selective Service-Burr K, McFarlai 

Office of Welfare Department-Hazel Simmons Clerk of District Court-Arlee G, W, Blank 
(since November, 1930) 
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COUNTY AUDITOR'S OFFICE 


County Auditor's Office located at the South end of Courthouse on the Main Floor, 


County Auditor Helen McCullow most recently elected to a four year term which began 
January 1, 196i, 


Deputy Auditor Mary Klein and Clerk Marianne Orr complete the personnel, 


The duties are many and varied, The Auditor is Clerk of the Board of Supervisors, 
Must keep a permanent record of proceedings and have them published in the Official 
Newspapers, Warrants are written for all claims approved by Supervisors and a 
record of expenditures kept by funds and departments, <A copy of each warrant is 
filed in an alphabetical file, Payrolls for most county employees are prepared 

and payment made the last day of the month, Secondary road employees are paid up- 
on approval of payroll by Supervisors at regular session, first Monday of the month, 
A detailed record of salary less deductions for Income Tax, Federal Social Security, 
- State I,P,E.R.S, and insurance is kept and statements issued the ist of each year, 


All reports of County Officers and bonds except for Auditor, Supervisors and Justices 
of Peace are filed here, 


Beer and Cigarette permits for establishments outside city limits, approved by the 
Supervisors are issued and signed by the Auditor, 


The largest part of our year is spent in figuring taxes, Taxes are figured on the 
valuations of January Ist one year, due the following year, A report of all property 
on which Ag, Land Credit is to be applied is filed with the State Comptroller by 

June lst each year, A report of valuations, called Abstract of Assessment, breaking 
real property by Agricultural, Residential, Mercantile or Industrial divisions and 
Personal property as assessed, cattle, mdse, etc, by township and towns is filed 

With Tax Commission before lst Monday in July, Homestead credits and Military 
Exemptions, signed for with the Assessor, are filed and exemptions and credits applied 
to individual properties, Reports of each individual application are prepared in tri- 
plicate, one copy certified to State Tax Commission, one to the County Treasurer and 
oné in Auditor's file, During July and early August the budgets for the County, 
Schools, Municipalities and townships are filed, The State Tax Commission certifies 
State Levies, 


The property of Utilities is assessed each year by Tax Commission and certified to 
the Auditor, When the Tax Commission has approved valuations as certified for 
County properties, the valuations are compiled by school districts, Military exe 
emptions deducted and levies figured for each budget, The levies affecting each 
district are added together and a total levy determined, which is multiplied by 

each property owner's valuation, then, if he is entitled to Homestead or Ag, Land 
Credit, this is deducted and his net tax determined and certified to County Treas- 
urer for collection, An apportionment of taxes by individual funds is made for each 
township and town, and a report of all tax funds is prepared for the State Tax Com- 
mission, 


A record of Institutional Liens is kept and ali payments for Institutional care are 
made to the Auditor, 
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Records of transfer of property by Deed or Change of Title are kept for taxing 
purposes and plats of property owners kent, Each property descrintion and owner 
is listed on a plate made on our graphotyne machine and changed with each transfer, 


The "Fine" money collected by Justices of the Peace and District Court is apportioned 
semi-annually to each school district in the County on the basis of school census, 
determined every two years and including all between the ages of 5 and 21 years, 


Money for school libraries is apportioned on the same basis, 


The Auditor is clerk of tax sale, and all property is redeemed at the Auditor's 
Office, A penalty of 4% is added plus 6% interest per annum, 


The Auditor prepares and publishes a financial report of the County at the end of 
each year, 


The Auditor has charge of printing ballots for all elections except Municipal and 
School, It is his duty to notify members of elections boards and secure supplies, 
All nomination papers for County and Township officials are filed here, Absentee 
ballots are mailed from the Auditor office, The Auditor must remain on duty on 
election day until all returns are in, Returns of National and State Officials are 
certified to Secretary of State, 


Dog licenses are issed by the Auditor and a record of each registration kept, 
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TREASURER'S OFFICE 
PLACE ‘ Southwest Corner of the Court House 


PERSONNEL: _ Evelyn Miller, County Treasurer 
Mabel Scott, Deputy 
Celia Hahn, Auto Deputy 
Nedra Eggers, Clerk 
Ann Buelow, Clerk 


DUTIES OF THE COUNTY TREASURER 


AUTO DEPARTMENT: The months of December and’ January are very heavy months in this 
department, since cars registered in one county cannot be registered in another 
‘until records have been transferred, Prior to December ist al! registration 
certificates are typed and proof-read, All motor vehicles must be licensed 
aid an up-to-date file is kept of same both numerically and alphabetically, 
Titles are issued on all new, out-of-state and used cars sold, The average 
is 300 per month, All liens must be noted on Tities and Titles delivered to 
the lienholder, The County retains °0¢ for each license sold, 40¢ Der rirte, 
and 65¢ for each lien noted, Total for 1962 was $5,530 on registrations, 
$1650 on Titles and $910 on liens, | 


We collect use tax on all new vehicles Subject to same, and file monthly reports 
With the Treasurer of State with check to cover the collections, 


Ali wehicle owners are notified the amount of their car license fee before 
December 14t, 


The work of this department is under the Supervision of the State Department of 
Public Safety, 


TAX DEPARTMENT: We collect all taxes as certified by the County Auditor, All tax 
receipts are copied from the books as certified by the Auditor and total taxes 
to collect must agree with the Auditor's figures, Special assessments certified 
by Cities and Towns for collection are noted on Tax Lists and Tax Receipts, State- 
ments are furnised upon request. A statement must be sent on all delinquent taxes 
before November Ist of each year, All unpaid tax must be published before Dec-« 
ember lst. The real estate is advertised and a Tax Sale is held the first Monday 
of December for all unpaid real estate tax. Tax sale certificates are furnished 
the buyer of each parcel sold and a Tax Sale Record kept of the transaction, If 
not redeemed by owner, in due time, Treasurer must issue Tax Sale Deed, After 
December 3ist, all unpaid personal is transferred to the Delinquent personal re- 
gister, all unpaid real estate carried forward to current tax books and suspended 
tax to Suspended Tax Register, 


Monthly all warrants issued by the County Auditor must be checked’ and held 
for any delinquent personal tax due. 


Three times a year the County Treasurer sends checks to all Schools, Towns, and 
Townships to cover taxes collected to date, 


Monthly reports and semi-annual reports are made of all money received and paid 
out and filed with County Auditor, 


All fine money collected by J.P.'s in the County and Clerk*s Office turned in 
and apportioned back on a per pupil basis te the schools, 


All bounty claims made by the Auditor must clear through the Treasurer's Of fice, 
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COUNTY RECORDER OFFICE 


Sometimes called "Keeper of Deeds", "Custodian of Records", "Registrar," 
"Register of Deeds", and many other similar names, 


The Recorder is responsible for all records filed or recorded in the office. 
If one is needed in Court where a copy is not sufficient then the Recorder must 
appear with the record, Records are public, but are not to leave the office unless 
accompanied by the Recorder or Deputy. Records can not be left as an exhibit of 
the Court, | 


Duties unknown to most citizens are that the Recorder, with the County Auditor 
and Clerk of District Court, draw jurors for terms of Court, The same three are 
responsible for appointing Supervisors to fill any vacancies between elections, 
due to resignations or death, 


Each Recorder is responsible for their own office, Appointment of Deputies 
and Clerks are his duties, also the setting of the duties of each one in the | 
office. The Deputy Recorder can perform ail duties for the Recorder in ease of 
his absence, 


Many different instruments can be filed for record < as high as 8,000 per 
year at times, instruments are to be filed or recorded exactly as they come in, 
No alteration can be made even if certain it is in error, We may show it as an 
error by underlining, 


Record books cost from $125.00 to $250,00 per book, Several are filled each 
year, 


The Recorder collects for the Auditor, Transfer Fees for each parcel of land, 
Homestead exemptions and military exemptions are not valid unless confirmed in the 


Recorder's Office, 


The Recorder's Office is most important for abstractors, so they may trace 
each parce! of land for correct title, Abstracts start with the original entries, 


Certified copies of instruments may be obtained from the Recorder, 
The Recorder is an elected County Official, now elected for a four year term, 
Fees are now uniform throughout the State of Iowa, 


The foilowing are found in the Recorder's Office: 


1, Deeds 9, Plats If, g bills OF, Sale 

2. Mortgages 10, Power of Attorney 18, Concealed Weapons 

3, Real Estate Contracts 11, Easements 19, Drainage Agreements 

4, Conditional Sales 12, Affidavits | | 20, Access to Highways 

5. Chattels 13, Veterans Discharges _ 21. Fence Agreements 

6, Articles of Incorporation 14, Federal §& State Liens 22, Farm Names 

7. Leases 15, Trade Names 23. Brands 

8, -Assignments-Releases 16. Social Security Numbers 24, M.D, & Surgeons Certi- 
ficates, 


All Hunting §& Fishing Licenses sold in County 
Recorder-Leslie D, Fry Deputy Recorder-Beverly Nelson Clerk-Jeanne Shannon 
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OFFICE OF CLERK OF THE DISTRICT COURT 


WHAT IS FILED IN THIS OFFICE: 


BIRTH RECORDS, since July 1, 1880, During the years 1896 to 1917 the births were 
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picked up by the Assessor during the months January thru April of each year and 
then deposited in the Clerk's Office, During the years 1918 to June 1, 1941 the 
Original certificates were sent to the Division of Vital Statistics at Des Moines 
and have much more data on them than we do in the books in the office, «From |. 
June 1, 1941 to the present date all of the data on each certificate is copied in 
our records before sending the original certificate to Des Moines. 

DEATH RECORDS, since July 1, 1880 


MARRIAGE RECORDS, since June 25, 1848, If a marriage license is wanted, first the 
couples about’ *c be married must get their blood test, then when the return is back, 
bring that to the Clerk of the District Court in the County they are to be married 
in, They must bring with them one witness who is of age = so ail three can sign 

the Application for Marriage, The day they sign the Application does not count as 
one of the three day waiting period. (Example, if a couple and their witness comes 
in on Monday, they must wait Tues, Wed, and then on Thursday may come back for their 
license}, Both the bride and groom do not have to come back for the license, either 
one of them with the same witness that signed the Application may pick up the lic- 
ense, They can then be married at any time, but before 19 days as the license ex- 
-pires at the end of 19 days, 

DIVORCE RECORDS 

ADOPTION PROCEEDINGS, All Adoptions are absolutely confidential and all papers are 
ning of the decree and can only be opened on a court order, 
PROBATE = Estates, Guardianships, Trusteeships = since 1851 

DISTRICT COURT, Law and Equity cases = since 1849 

CRIMINAL AND JUVENILE CASES 

TRANSCRIPT OF JUDGMENTS FROM JUSTICE OF PEACE COURT 

MECHANIC’S LIENS. : ba . 

MENTAL HEALTH HEARINGS .ARE HELD IN THIS OFFICE...Commissioners are: Doctor < Nelson 
IOWA CITY MEDICAL CASES, that start in the office of the director of Relief are then 
brought to this office for the papers to be made out and sent in to Iowa City! 
ALIMONY OK CHiLD SUPPORT from Divorce cases is paid thru office, 
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THE “CHANGE OF TITLE ON REAL ESTATE IS ISSUED TO THE AUDITOR when Estates are closed 
and the titie is be vested in another person, 
WE MAKE CERTIFIED COPES OF ALL RECORDS FOR PERSONS THAT ARE IN NEED OF THEM, such as 


births, deaths, marriages, divorce decrees, wills, appointment of executors or 
administrators in estates, etc, 

WILLS MAY BE LEFT ON DEPOSIT IN THIS OFFICE BY ANY PERSON AT NO COST, 
TRANSCRIPTS OF ESTATES ARE MADE to be sent to other Counties if there was real 


estate in that County. 
EXECUTIONS are issued from this office, 
COMMISSTONS TO INHERITANCE TAX APPRAISERS 


WE HAVE “TYPED RECORD BOOKS IN PROBATE AND DISTRICT COURT where each order, motion, 


Sot es tae 








decree, transcript, etc, 18 copied in District Court. tn Probate, record is written 
on opening of an estate, admitting the will (if there is one) to probate, who the 
witnesses were, orders, inventories, etc, | 

IN DISTRICT COURT cases where the defendant has an attorney, each paper that his 
attorney files a@ copy is forwarded to the plaintiffs attorney and a copy of each 
paper the plaintiffs attorney files is forwarded to the defendants attorney, 
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COURT TERMS (4 each year) FEBRUARY, APRIL, SEPTEMBER AND NOVEMBER, 


Petit Jurors are drawn for each Term, They are drawn by the Jury Commission which 
is the AUDITOR, RECORDER AND CLERK, They may be drawn 28 days and not less than 
21 days before each Term, 


1 Grand Jury panel is drawn each year in neauaeys 
BUCHANAN COUNTY is in the 10th JUDICIAL DISTRICT, which is made up of Black Hawk, 
Buchanan, Delaware and Grundy. Four JUDGES take care of these counties, 


They are: Hon, George C, Heaths Waterloo, Iowa 
Hon, Blair C, Wood, Waterloo, Iowa 
Hon, Peter Van Metre, Waterloo, Iowa 
lion, Carroll E, Engelkes, Grundy Center, Iowa 


Each Judge has his own Court Reporter, who are: 


Roy H, Jensen, Waterloo, Iowa 

K.J. Kurtenbach, Waterloo, Iowa 
Dwight Van Wyngarden, Waterloo, Iowa 
Marvin Meinert, Grundy Center, Iowa 


Our regular Court or Order Day is every Thursday morning when one of the 
judges is present from 9:30 A.M, to 12:00 Noon, During the first few weeks of 
each Term is the active trial period and any cases that are ready to be tried are 
set down at that time: to certain days for trial, 


At the end of each three months, or four times a year, we send a Genart to 
our Judicial Statistician reporting on how many cases in Probate, District Court, 
Juvenile and Criminal were opened, how many closes, if they went to trial, how 
old at closing etc,, then how many pending at the end of the quarter and their age, 


Our Office hours are 8:00 A.M, to 4:30 PM, Manday thru Friday, 
You are welcome to come into our office at any time, 
ARLEE G, W. BLANK, Clerk 


BETTY CAMERON, Deputy 
DONNA HANSON, Typist 
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BUCHANAN COUNTY SHERIFF'S OFFICE 


The Sheriff's Office is the law enforcement agency of the County, It consists 
of the Sheriff, Deputy and Clerk, | 


The duties of this office are many and varied, The list includes serving 
civil papers, including notices, executions, orders,subpoenas and the like: 
keeping in file, a copy of each county resident's drivers license, and the issuing 
of duplicate drivers license in case of a lost or mislaid one; réceiving and send= 
ing radio messages; keeping a record on each.prisoner that is received at the county 
jail, and when a prisoner is sentenced to any of the state penal institutions, it is 
the duty of the Sheriff or Deputy to deliver them at designated institution, 


This office helps cover accidents, covers suicides, accidental deaths and makes 
reports on all; helps direct funeral traffice; gives news to reporters so that the 
public may be informed; checks our records on individuals that are applying for 
jobs and for all armed service entrants; and delivers the mentally. ill to the Mental 
Health Institute when called upon to do so, © 


Perhaps the most important aspect is covering the criminal part such as the 
serving of warrants, covering breakins, thefts, and the investigations of these, 
Being a counselor in case of family trouble and helping juveniles who are in trouble 
is another important phase, 


Often the Sheriff and Deputy are called upon to be a parole officer, This 
involves receiving reports and keeping in touch with the parolee until the ex- 
piration of the parole. 

The Sheriff and Deputy are on call 24 hours a day, and with the cooperation 
of the police departments of the county's towns, the highway patrol and the special 
deputies, gives to the County Residents, protection and efficient law enforcement, 


Personnel: 
. Sheriff-Emery A, Hart 


Deputy- Carl W. Kress 


Clerk- Eva K, Anderson 
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SELECTIVE SERVICE OFFICE 


The Selective Service System Local Board has been housed in the Buchanan 
County Court House since the beginning of WW II and has enjoyed a happy co-= 
Operative association with all offices in the Court House, 


All young men are required to register with the Local Board on or within 5 
days after their 18th birthdate, They are not classified until they are 19 years 
of age, and at present the induction age is age 22 to 23 years, 


The Local Board Office is open 38 hours*per week except when the Clerk is 
off duty... Hours are: | 


Monday+8:00-12:00 § 1:00-4:30 
Tuesday= 8:00 ©12:00 §& 1:00-4:30 
Wednesday=8:00 =12:00 § 1:00-4:30 
Thursday=8:00=12;00 § 1:00-4:00 
Friday= 8:00=12:00 § 1:00-4:00 


For the past 1] years the Clerk of the Local Board has also been acting as 
Executive Secretary of the Buchanan County Soldiers Relief Commission, on a part 
time basis and is available when not on duty as Local Board Clerk, 


The Clerk is also Post Service Officer for Sheehan-Tidball Post No. 30, 
American Legion and as such officer assists veterans and their dependents in fil- 
ing applications for Hospital treatment, pension claims, etc, 


Burr K, McFarland, or, 

Clerk Local Board, 

Executive Séeretary, Sin" 

Post Service Officer, American Legion 
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BUCHANAN COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 


The Buchanan County Historical Society was organized January 11-1960, They met 
in the Assembly room of the Court House, Purpose to retain and preserve 
momentoes and historical items pertaining to Buchanan County. 


New articles of incorporation were formed and patterned after an organization 
which was started before World War II, Our Society is listed with the State 
Historical Society, 


A museum was established on the third floor of the Court House, Members. and 

friends have presented the society with items of historical interest, Museum 
is open to the public two designated Friday afternoons each month from two to 
four o'clock, Special tours also are conducted, 


We have a membership of about 180, with 6 life memberships and 7 memorials, 


Present 1963 Officers: 


President- James T, Martin Sr., Independence 
Vice-President= Vine Stoddard, Jesup 

Secretary- Mrs, Ronald Baum, Independence 
Treasurer- Gilbert Stoddard, Jesup 
Directors: 


Mrs, Will Klotzbach, Independence 
Mrs, T.R. Crawford, Jesup 

Mrs, Robert Townsend, Independence 
Mr. C.H, Jakway, Aurora 

Mr, LR, Campbell, Jesup: 
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COUNTY SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS 


Board of Education: Chairman= Maynard Pennington 
Members=- Wilbert Frye 
Wesley Cappel 
Leo Torn 


Eildon Gillette 
County Superintendent=J,J.. Jorgensen 
Administrative Assistant - Alicé BF. Higgins © 
Functions of the Office of County Si Sveiventiant 
Supervise all Rural Schools 

Register all Teachers Certificates 

Check Ail Teachers Approval Statements 

Transmit and check ail State Reports 

Assist the State Department in checking Hot Lunch Programs, 
Furnish Psychological Services 


Operate Special Classes for the Mentally Retarded. We have 
three such classes in Buchanan County, 


See that.all School Laws are enforced, 


Conduct reorganization studies and Sunervise all re- 
organization of school Districts. 


Conduct Sneech Therapy Program, 
Conduct Hearing Testing. 
County Office Personnel: 


Special Education Director-Harry Stover 
Speech Therapist=Phil Shattuck 
Psychologist-Eugene Kell 
Psychologist-Daniel O'Rourke 
Psychoiopist-llenry LeCfair 
Psychologist=Richard Elliott 
Consultant for Mentally Retarded Classes=Robert Gelhart 
Teachers: Minnie Fenner 
Agnes Neith 
Kay Goldenstien 
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DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL WELFARE 


Personnel; Director- Mary M, Gahan 
; Public Welfare Worker I = Eloise Madison 
Secretary-Hazel Simmons 


Board of Social Welfares= 


Chairman, Mrs, Doris McGrath 
Secretary-Mrs, Gladys Farris 
Member Carl Peterson 4 


A county Board of Social Welfare of three members, appointed by the County Board 
of Supervisors, meets monthly to review and discuss all pertinent matters, 


Duties of Welfare Office: Charge of Following Finaneial Assistance Programs 


Old Age Assistance 

Aid to Blind 

Aid to Denendent Children 
Aid to Disabled 


Child Welfare Services- 


Dependent and Neglected Children 

Making plans for removing from own home 

Complete adoptions, when ordered by State 
Department of Social Welfare 

Evaluate and recommend license for foster homes, 


Nursing Homes« 
Evaluate and recommend license for each year 
for custodial homes, Review quarterly all 
nursing care recipients of public assistance, 


Property-= Make plans to dispose of any property following 
death of old age assistance recipients, 


Medical, Dental, Drug, Nursing and Foster Care Paymentse 


The first of each month, all above listed bills 
submitted for any recipients for previous month 
must be audited and torwarded to State Depart- 

ment of Social Welfare for payment, 


Protective Services- Make plans for unmarried mothers, 


Miscellaneous- Work in connection with Rehabilitation Division, 
Woodward State School, Social Security Office, 
referrals to other apencies, when our office can- 
not give services necessary, 


Supply information from available records for 
individuals and other agencies to prove age, 
residence, property ownership, etc, in order to 
determine if peoples are cligible for Public 
ASSistance, etc, 
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BUCHANAN COUNTY RELIEF OFFICE 


Functions of the County Relief Office include many problems of a varying nature, and 
no two cases are alike; neither can they be treated alike, 


Many problems include the need of food, fuel, medical, care of children in foster 
homes, hospital supplementation to Old Age Recipients, cases to the Oakdale Sana- 
torium, and cases to the University llospitals, Iowa City, Iowa, There are aiso 


many medica! cases for those who are not old enough to be eligible for Old Age Assist- 
ance. P 

There are many problems in which the. legal-angie is involved, and, it is necessary 
to have a general knowledge of the law to solve these problems, and, at the same 
time, to protect the interest of Buchanan County, where expense is incurred, Per- 
sons who are committed to the Mental Health Institue, Indenendence, Towa, are a 
responsibility of the county of legal settlement; namely, if the individual has 
lived one (1} continuous year in the county from which he or she has heen committed, 
and, if this is not the case, investigation is made until it has been determined who 
the responsible countysis,, This. also applies to Woodward State !Hosnital and Oakdale 
Cases, but does not apply to hospital cases at University Hospital, Iowa City; this 
requirement being one (1) continuous year in the State of Iowa, and a RESIDENCE in 
the county where the applicant has established a domicile, 


Every person applying for General Relief is required to make application, giving a 
complete record of their family, ages, where born, education, income in the home, 

make of automobile, T.V., hospital insurance, if any, amount of rent to nay, if owner, 
amount of taxes, date of ownership, amount of purchase, amount of mortgage, amount 

of payments; driver's license number; social security number-names of relatives and 
addresses, occupations, church affiliation, references, fraternal organizations, if 
any; if farming, complete farm record, employment record, bank account, postal sav- 
ings, and bonds, Many contacts are made with every office in the court house re- 
garding some problem nertaining to the application for general relief, This information 
is investigated and checked before a final decision is made, either giving relief or 
denying relief, 


The money to pay for General Relief comes from the Poor Fund, which is raised through 
a Poor Levy, which, in turn, is arrived at from an estimate made by the Director of 
Relief, as to the amount of money needed for the fiscal year, Due to the fact that 
this is tax payers' money which is being spent, there is always an effort made, where 
possible, to recover some of this money from Estates of those who have received relief 
in the county, and, we might add that there has been several thousand dollars of tax 
payers’ money returned to the Poor Fund, and, there has also been several thousand 
dollars recovered from Estates of those who have received hospitalization at the 
University Hospital, Iowa City, Iowa, Collections recovered from University Hospital 
cases. are collected in the full amount-the county acting as an agent for the State, 
and this money is forwarded to the Comptroller's Office in Des Moines, Iowa, which, 

in turn, reverts back to the Hospital Fund, Money spent from the Poor Fund and collect: 
from Estates are collected in two (2) ways; namely, a voluntary payment from the in- 
dividual who received help in the past-the other way, by suit, when the individual re- 
fuses to make payment which he or she received when there is money available from the 
Estate, The cligibility requirements for persons seeking relief, namely-they must 
have ltived in the county for one (1) continuous year, 


Personnel: Director of Relief=R.C. Elderton 


Assistant-Rosa Lee Campbell 
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ASSESSOR'S OFFICE 


The function of the Assessor's Office can be compared to the function of the 


crew of an ocean liner, It is the job of keeping the good ship County Government 
on an even keel, Pack 


If the keel of the liner is not kept firmly beneath her thru storm and calm, 
the ship will flounder and if the assessment of property is not similarly kept on 
an even keel, county and city governments, schools, etc., will flounder too, for 
the property tax is still the primary source of revenue for all local governmental 
function, | aces } | hey) : : 


The performance of this "keel" leveling is based first of all on the Code of 
Towa, which tells the Assessor in a general way what property is taxable and what 
is exempt from taxation. Using the information available in the Code, the personnel 
of the office must do three things: . en ti 3 
1, locate the property, 
2, list the property . 
3, value the property. . HM Rea het: 
This property is all land and buildings in the county and all personal property 
in the county, excepting any real or personal property which is exempt by law, 


Of the three steps'set out above, step No, 3’is by far the most difficult, 
Since the law requires that it is the taxpayers duty to see that his property is 
listed, there is a measure of help for No.1 and No,'2, although'a complicated’ 
process is to a large extent mechanical, No, 3 however, is a different matter 
because when the word value is analyzed fully, it is found to be a very intangible 
thing in the human mind and hence, although it may be surrounded by the yardsticks 
of cost, income and selling price, it cannot be pinned down to any exact spot. 


The personnel of the Assessor's Office must then try by using the so-called 
"yardsticks”, corner this ever changing, never static thing called value as near 
to its proper place as possible, This must be done on all classes of real and per- 
sonal property and to a large extent must be done item by item, 


The purpose of the "cornering process" is simply to see that each and every 
taxpayer pays as nearly as possible his fair share of taxes under the existing 
tax structure as contained in the Code of Iowa, 


Aside from the primary function of property assessment, the Assessor's Office 
also has allied functions which are less painful to the human race! Homestead 
exemptions are printed up and signed, as are military exemptions for veterans, 
Crop and livestock reports on all farm land are compiled and sent to the U, S, 
Department of Agriculture, 


The primary functions whentioned above are simply what the end results of the 
efforts of the personnel of the Assessor's Office should be, The means that must 
be used to reach these end results are so many and varied that space does not per- 
mit their listing herein. 


Fnumerated here are some of the general fields which an assessment office must 
have some knowledge of: public relations,law, engineering, soils, construction, 
farming, merchandising of every type, manufacturing, etc, 
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Obviously, if anyone were an expert in any of the above fields, they would probably 
would not be an Assessor, yet the Assessor's office must by law set values on the 
property of those who are experts in their respective type of enterprise, 


In trying to summarize the above, it should be emphasized that it is not a 
function of the Assessor's Office to raise taxes, It is the primary function to 
equalize assessments. Taxes are raised by the actions of those who must pay them, 
These actions can be of a positive or a negative nature, Budget hearings and 
elections. are provided by law so that each and everyone of us can express his 
Opinion, If we chose to ignore either one of the above, we are still a party to 
the results because we did not act, Local taxes are state, county, school and city 
services, = nothing more nor nothing less, 


These respective services are Supposed to be the wishes of the majority, 
If our wish has been expressed by studying budgets, issues, etc., we have done our 
part and should not complain if we are in the minority, and if our wishes have not 
been expressed by the means available to us such as budget hearings, elections, 
etc., then we have no right to complain, 


The Assessor's Office is set up to serve the people as are all the other 
offices in the Courthouse, These offices are performing services made necessary 
by the requests of the people of Buchanan County and the State of Towa, All offices 
in the Courthouse welcome the interest and cooperation of the citizens of Buchanan 
County and I am sure all other offices are like the Assessor's Office, They need 
this interest and cooperation to function in the best interest of all, 


Personnel: Assessor-Lawrence L, Jacobs 
Deputy Assessor-Virginia Sleeper 


Extra: Carol Siglin 
Diana King 
Ruth Fitzgerald 
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COUNTY ENGINEER'S OFFICE 


The duty of the County Engineer is primarily the direct and immediate supervision 
of county road maintenance and construction, 


Other functions include recommendations for future road construction programs, 
road cost accounting and budgeting, preparation of plans for road and bridge work, 
issuing of certain kinds of permits and many other minor duties, The Engineer 

is appointed by the Board of Supervisors. 


The personne! in the Buchanan County Engineer's Office is as follows: 


One Assistant County Engineer whose duty is to aid the County Engineer in per- 
formance of his duties, 


Two inspectors who work with the County Engineer and Assistant to obtain high 

quality road and bridge work in agreement with plans and specifications, These 
men also work in the office during the winter preparing road and bridge plans 

for the coming year, 


Two checkers who are primarily engaged in weighing and checking gravel surfacing, 
but also assist in other work, 


One survey crey of four men who make surveys for future road and bridge construc- 
tion and aiso stake construction projects for contractors, 


Last, but not least, one office clerk, who does the accounting work, makes the 
payroll for all road employees, types all legal documents such as contracts, 
right of way documents, etc., as well as acting as secretary for the Engineer, 


Personnel: 

County Engineer - G.R. Elliott 
Assistant - Walter Osterhaus 
Inspector - Edward Zimmer 
Inspector = N, Clark Madison 
Checker -. Norman Dannenbrink 
Checker = Oliver Cole 
Survey Party Chief - James Kortenkamp 
Instrumentman - Carl Junior Ryan 

~ Rodman = Loren Holman 
Rodman = Marvin L, Key 
Office Clerk - Margaret I, Hayward 
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BUCHANAN COUNTY AGRICULTURAL EXTENSION DISTRICT 


County Agricultural Extension District is a body cornerate, a sub-division of the 
county government, The affairs of the district are managed by a County Agricultural 
Extension Council, one elected resident member from each township, The main function 
of the district is to sponsor extension educational programs, The program is sponsored 
with the cooneration of Iowa State University and the United States Department of 
Agriculture, 


The program is financed by a levy not to exceed one-half mill on the dollar of assessed 
valuation in the county, | 


County Extension Program places emphasis in the following fields: 
Agricultural Production Management §& Natural Resources Develonment: 


Much of the work in these fields is done with the cooneration of the county 
beef, swine, dairy and sheep producers associations,and also, the Experi- 
mental Farm Association, Other work is done with .armers on farmstead, 
building, and equipment planning. Several agricultural experimental nlots 
have been established on farms in the county. 


Marketing and Utilization: 


This is an increasingly important area of the extension program since Iowa 
produces 24% of the pork, 14% of the beef, 8% of the eggs of the nation, 
While only 2% of the nation’s total population live within the Sratey ait 
is essential that 90% of the production be marketed outside the state, 


Home Economics: 


This area of work includes the family living or aduit homemakers educational 
programs, Two recent examples would be the tailoring workshops conducted 

by the extension home economist during the past winter for 54 homemakers. 
more recently the consumer education series of meetings in fields of home and 
turnishings, foods, home appliances and clothing, 


4-11 Club Work and Other Youth Programs: 


Over 900 boys and girls in Buchanan County participate in the 4-H] club work, 
The program is conducted with the assistance of 127 volunteer local leaders 
throughout the county, | 


Community and Public Affairs Program: 


Work is done with other groups and organizations to plan and sponsor educa- 
tional programs for citizens beyond their home, farm and business which ine 
cludes tax schools, leadership training, public and international affairs, 


Personnel: County Extension Director-Jay I, Partridge 
County Extension Home Economist-Jan Hildebrandt 
County Extension Assistant-Dave Kjome 
Office Assistant-Mona Gerstenberger 
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